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DIALOGUE 
! Between a Country Clergyman and a Quaker. 
(Continued from page 18.) 

C. But in case of obstinacy and disobedience, 
what remedy is there ? 

Q. None. God enly can judge the heart; which 
he only can see. Thou mayest think me obstinate: 
But I declare sincerely I am not ; and thou in char- 
ity oughtest to believe me. If thou dost not, thou 
art not a good christian; and if thou wouldest pun- 
ish me, thou art no christian. I do not think that 
thou art obstinate, and adherest to opinions which 
thou dislikest ; and I would not hurt a hair of thy 
head, no, not though I thought thee obstinate. 

C. This is plausibly said: but God keep me out 
of thy power. 

Q. I desire not to have thee in my power; I 
know the frailty of human nature, and the deceit- 
fulness of power, which perhaps I might abuse. 
Wherefore I would neither have thee in mine, nor 
be myself subject unto thine. 

C. Ay, but you are only a private man. 

Q. Friend, all christians, as christians, are pri- 
vate men. There is neither high nor low in chris- 
tianity, but in the degrees of christian perfections ; 
and to found dominion in grace, is indeed fanati- 
cism, as the clergy, in their disputes with the Pres- 
byterians, have justly called it. 

C. Ay, but they meant civil power. 

Q. Knowest thou any power in society but civil 
power ? 

C. Yes, certainly, power ecclesiastical. 

Q. What to do? 

C. To coerce and punish offenders against the 
laws of the church. 

Q. What, in their bodies and property ? 

C. Without doubt. 

Q. And is not this manifest civil power ? 

C. Yes, in its effect. 

Q. Then it is in effect, and in truth, and en- 
tirely civil power, which christianity is a stranger 
unto; and which is an enemy to christianity, when 
it meddleth therewith. 

C. How! are we not all subject to the laws of 
the church ? 

Q. To the laws of Christ, if thou pleasest ; my 
conscience knoweth no other Master. Doth 
thine ? 

C. No: But my conscience tells me that there 
ought to be spiritual governors in the church. 

Q. Governors are masters: and the conscience 
cannot be mastered. 

C. What, not directed ? 

Q. If by direction thou meanest instruction, this 





has no relation to government. And all men that 
can instruct, ought to instruct. 

C. What, without a call ? 

Q. To be able, is a sufficient call; apd no call 
sufficient without ability. 

C. But who shall judge of that call ? : 

Q. He who hath it, and they to whom he 
ministereth, 

C. The common people are rare judges! 

Q. The commonest man is a good judge, 
whether he be edified by his preacher, or not. 

C. Perhaps they are both enthusiasts. 

Q. They may be pious christians for all that: 
If their affections be good toward God, they will 
certainly be saved. 

C. Nay, I don’t wonder at your charity for en- 
thusiasts: It is but natural. 

Q. I have charity for all men, as every true 
christian hath, even for thee. Art thou an en- 
thusiast ? 

C. No: I am a member of the Church of 
Christ. 

Q. Shew it by thy charity. Thou hast neither 
charity nor understanding, if thou wouldest exclude 
all enthusiasts from Christ’s Church. 

C. They exclude themselves. 

Q. Thy censure is passionate and cruel. No 
man chooseth to be an eathusiast, nor knows that he 
is. Wouldest thou damn him for invincible weak- 
ness ? 

C. What shall I do with him, if he will not be 
reclaimed ? 

Q. This is part of his weakness, and thou hast 
nothing to do with him. What wouldest thou have 
to do, where thou canst do nothing? Those who 
have conscience, know that it is not to be com- 
manded nor plied. 

C. A whipping-post has sometimes worked 
great cures that way. 

Q. Upon hypocrites. Dost thou reckon con- 
science an evil? and would a whipping-post cure 
thee of thine? 

C. You are an unmannertly fellow. 

Q. Would that were the worst I could say of 
thee! 

C. Sir, what can you say of me? 

Q. What I will not say. I do not like thy ex- 
ample so well as to follow it; nor will I fulfil the 
character thou givest of me. I will only assure 
thee, that thou art not qualified to rebuke unman- 
nerly language; and that for myself, I would ra- 
ther want breeding than charity. 

C. I perceive my censure of your brethren, the 
enthusiasts, touches you. 


2 








34 GOSPEY HERALD. 





—— ee & 

Q. With compassion for thee, who art the great- 
est cathusiast that I ever met with. 

C. Hey day! Mr. Pert; what, is your head 
turned 7 

Q. Tam going to shew thee that thine is: For 
reasoning hath no manner of effect upon thee; and 
thou rechonest every man who is out of thy favour, 
to be moreover out of the favour of God, All 
which is mniilest enthusiasm, and the worst part 
of enthusiasm, the enthusiasm of monks and der- 
vises, of bigots and Persecutors of ail sides and sorts. 

C. Thou arta merry fetlow, 

Q. Tain not merry. Thou makest me melan- 
choly to see such an avtichristian sprit in thee. 

C. Are you really in earnest, when you charge 
me with enthusiasm 2 

Q. Thou chargest thyself, by declaring for per- 
secution; 2 crime against the very essence of chris- 
tianity. If thou art not an enthusiast, thou art 
worse. 

C. Why, [tell you, Lam an enemy to enthu- 
Siasts. 

Q. In that very thing thon art one. Thou art 
an entousiast against euthusiam. If enthusiasts burt 
not thee, why shouldest thou be their enemy ? 

C. Lam sure you talk like a wild enthusiast. 

Q. So thou savest, but provest nothing. I talk 
against persecution. 

C. To punish disobedience to our spiritual go- 
verpors, is forsooth, persecution : 

Q.  ithought Thad already shewn thee the vanity 
of thy lenguage about spiritual governors, which 
wor’s contradict each other. None but God can 
govera the spirit of man. All government among 
men is human government, which meddleth only 
with the peace and property of socieiy: when it 
wou! ! contiol the consc.vences of men, it invadeth 
the jurisdiction, and usurps the prerogative of the 
Almighty, and is guilty of persecution. 

c. Bat don’t you distuib the peace of the 
church, which is part of the government? 

Q. We ourselves are part of the Church of 
Christ, and give no disturbance to the rest; and if 
thy pride be disturbed at our christian hberty, the 
Scripture condempeth thee. We cannot, as we ave 
christians, sactifice our conscience to any man’s am- 
bition. Can a peaceable compliance with private 
conscience disturb any man who hath the Spirit of 
Christ? The business of religion is to find a way to 
heaven: Art thou distursed because 1 choose that 
which appears the shortest, and which to me is the 
only comfortable way ? 

C. Bat if you be in a wrong way, and I would 
compe! you into the right way; Ido you no injury, 
but real service. 

Q. Friend, hast thou ever been there? And 
have not I the same written directions trom the in- 
spired men of God as thou hast, about the length 
and difficulty of the road? If thou wouidest take my 
divine rules for travelling out of ny liand, or force 
thyself upon me for a guide, and drive me into a 
road which I do not find in my book, and make me 
pay for all this; I shall suspect thee for mine ene- 
my, and for a freebooter, who wouldest carry me 











out of the way into a wilderness, torob me. Let 
me ask thee a question: Wouldest thou be com- 








pelled to accompany me in ny journey Hesven- 
ward ? 

C. No, faith, for two unanswerable reasons: 
First, you are not coing thither. 

Q. [dare neithe: think nor say the like of thee: 
ently thy road is not my road. 

C. Secondly, you have no warrant to compel! 
thie. 

Q. Thon speakest truth: No man hath a war 

int to force faith, or to carry another man’s con- 
science. 
(To be continued.) 
—=——- 
From the ( Boston) Universalist Magazine. 
LIFE OF ORIGEN. 
(Concluded from p. 20.) 

In the house of his Benetactress, he confined 
himself to the study of science and literature. But 
wishing to live independent of her charity, he open- 
ed a school in the course of a few months, and by 
this means obtained a livelihood. Though only 
eighteen years old, such was his renown that many 
of the learned, many philosophers, and some tas- 
ters of heresy, attended on his instruetions; and 
among these there were several whom he converted 
to what was then considered the orthodox faith. 
The reputation aod number of his converts increas- 
ing, he was confirmed, by Demetrius, Bishop of Al- 
exandria, in the office of Catechist, or Professor of 
sacred Learning. He now stood in the place that 
had formerly been occupied by his Master, Clemens 
Alexandrinus, at the bead of that distinguished 
school in which he himself had studied divinity; 
aud he determined to abstract himself entirely fiom 
the ordinary cares of life, that he might devote the 
whole of his attention to his new and arduous em- 
ployment. For this purpose, he sold that part of his 
library which treated of literature and science, and 
took from the purchaser an obligation to allow him 
four aLoli, or five pence, per day, as an income on 
which he might subsist. 

From this period, he restricted himself to a life 
of the most rigid abstinence, and laborious study. 
The day he spent, partly io fasting and other religi- 
ous exercises, and partly in the duties of his office; 
the night be employed in the study of the scriptures, 
reserving a fittle time for sleep, which he seldom 
took in bed, but venecaily ov the bare ground. The 
sanctity of his life, his eloquence, and extensive 
jearning, drew to him a great number of disciples 
from all quarters, and from ail classes and sects. 
He soon had the triumphant satisfaction of witness- 
ing a proof of their constancy and zest in the faith; 
for in a sudden and furious persecution, which some 
of the Roman magistrates set on foot at Alexandria, 
several of his scholars undauntedly sealed thew 
profession wiih their lives. Origen himself was of- 
ten attacked with showers of stones by the enraged 
heathens, as he went to the place of execution to 
encourage the martyrs; a practice from which no 
dangers could ever deter him. It was about this 
time, when he was in his twenty-first year, that he 
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performed an act which subjected him to the ani- 
madversions even of his warmest friends, and was 
the occasion of much reproach to him through all 
his life. Understanding our Saviour to recommend 
emasculation,* he made himself a eunuch, not only 
for the kingdom of heaven’s sake, but from pruden- 
tial considerations, as his instructions were sought 
by both sexes.—Demetrius, his bishop, at first ap- 
planded it as an act of the greatest heroism, though 
he afterwards alleged it against him as an inex- 
cusable offence. Origen himself, when older, re- 
garded it as improper. 

In the mean time, his school increased to so great 
a number that he was obliged to commit his young- 
er puts to the care of his friend Heraclas, who 
had been one of his first disciples. According to 
Larder. le must tave employed the leisure which 
this assistance allowed him, in attending the lec- 
tures of that ingenious and subtle philosopher, Am- 
Moves Saccas, under whom he became perfect 
master of the Platonic, Pythagorean and Stoic no- 
tions, snd of the Oriental systems, This study was 
then thought highly usetul; but it is now supposed 
to have had a pernicious effect on Origen, by con- 
firming him on the visionary plan of turning the 
scriptures mto allegory, and of imagining in them a 
hidden and mystical meaning, which was to be un- 
derstood by the help of the philosophy, or more 
properly, the jargon, of the age. 

About the same time, he composed his T'etrapla, 
which was a Bible, in which the Hebrew text, the 
translation of the Septuagint, that of Aquila, that of 
Symmachus, and that of Theodosian, were placed 
in different colamns. This work was the com- 
mencement of that astonishing monument of study 
and labor, the Hexapla ot Octapla. Even in the 
imperfect state in which it was now first published, 
it greatly increased Origen’s fame, and drew from 
all parts, into Alexandria, many of the learned, to 
converse with him, or to be instructed by him. 
Among those who came for the latter purpose, was 
St. Ainbrose,t who had hitherto been a heretic of 
the Valentinian kind, but who was now brought, by 
the persuasions of Origen, to forsake his former no- 
tions, and to become a zealous proselyte to the com- 
mon faith. 

From this period, both the fame which Origen 
had acquired, and the envy which of course was 
awakened against him, conspired to interrupt his 
residence at Alexandiia, and finally to banish bim 
from the city. About the vear 213, he made a jour- 
ney to Rome; and soon atter his return to Egypt, 
he was sent for by an Arabian Prince to come and 
Not long 
after this, Alexandria being harassed by a war which 


instruct him in the Christian religion. 


the Emperor, Caracaila, waged agaiust its inhabit- 
ants for having jeered and scotfed him, Origen re- 
tired into Palestine. Being seitled in the city of 
Cesarea, the bishops of ‘that province requested 
him, though not a priest, to expound the scriptures 





» Matthew xix. 12. 


+ This was about A. D. 212. 
eight vears old 


Origen was about twenty- 
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publicly to the people, and he complied.—But De- 
metiius, bishop of Alexandria, who began to look 
with envy on Origen’s reputation, immediately 
wrote to these prelates, expostulating with them for 
the appointment they had given to Origen, and al- 
leging that it was a thing unheard of that a layman 
should preach in the presence of bishops. Alexan- 
der, bishop of Jerusalem, and Theoctistus, bishop 
of Cesarea, answered him, however, by shewing 
that the particular of which he complained had 
been sanctioned: in the church by a practice by no 
means uncommon.—Meanwhile, Demetrius had 
sent some deacons to Orivey with a letter enjom- 
ing it upon him to return inmediately to Alexan- 
dria. With the commands of this letter, Origen 
saw fitto comply; and accordingly resumed the 
care of the caiecuetical school. Sometime atter- 
wards, however, he was again diverted trots his em- 
ploymeut, by an ordei, which he received trom the 
princess Matnmaa, to visit bes at Antioch, that she 


He staid 


with her but a short time, and then returned to Al- 


might see him and hear him converse. 


exandria, where he immediately began his Com- 
mentaries upon the scriptures. He prosecuted this 
work without interruption, ull A. D. 228, when he 
was sent, with letters of recommendation from De- 
metrius, into Achaia, on some ecclesiastical affairs. 
ft was in this voyage that, as he passed through 
Paiestine, he was ordained presbyter by the bishops 
Demetrius highly resented this 
ordination ot Origen by toreiga bishops, without 


ot that province. 


his leave; and wrote letters against hun to the sev- 
eral churches, declaring hun disqualitied for the 
priesthood by the act performed in his youth, and 
alleging moreover that it was unlawful to ordain 
the principal ot tie Alexandrian school, which was 
under his episcopal inspection, without his know- 
ledge and approbation. ‘This ferment, however, 
subsided ; and Origen, after accomplishing his bus- 
iness in Achaia, returned to Alexandria, where he 
soon published several books of Commentaries on 
the scriptures, together with his work entitled Stro- 
mata, or his Book of Principles. 

Jn this last book, as well as in sone other works, 
he advances the doctrine of Universal Salvation. 
His opinion was, that the souls of uankind existed 
in a state prior to the present; that they were con- 
signed to these mortal bodies in consequence of 
their deviation trom the laws of order, in that first 
state; and that after death, the souls of all manhind, 
both good and bad, will be subjected to a most 
searching trial by fire, with dilierent degrees of 
pain, according to their different degices of moral 
pollution, uatil they become perfectly purified by 
the operation. In process of time, he contends, the 
souls of the most wicked, together with the fallen 
augels, Or, in short, all intelligent beings, viil be 1e- 
stored to holiness and happiness. It it said, how- 
ever, that Origen directed that the doctrine of the 
Universal Restoration should be kept a secret, from 
all those who had not made high attamments tn di- 
vine knowledge ; and an unknown Universalist 
writer has quoted the following passage from him: 
“How long this purification, which is wrought out 
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by penal fire, shall endure, or how many periods or 
ages it shall detain sinful souls in torment, he only 
knows, to whom all judgment is committed by the 
Father........00:0 But we must still remember that the 
apostle would have this text accounted as a mystery, 
so as that the faithful and perfect ones may keep its 
secret sense among themselves, and not ordinarily 
divulge it to the imperfect and less capable of re- 
ceiving it.”* 

Origen soon found that bis bishop was but little 
appeased towards him, notwithstanding the momen- 
tary calm which encouraged him to return to his 
native city. In 231, Demetrius assembled a Coun- 
cil, in which it was ordained that Origen should 
leave Alexandria and reside there no more; but that 
he should nevertheless be permitted to retain the 
office of presbyter. 

Origen now bade adieu to his native city, for the 
last time, and retired to Cesarea. Here he was cor- 
dially received by his old friends, Alexander and 
Theoctistus, who immediately commissioned him to 
expound the scriptures to the people, and sat under 
his instructions, themselves, as though he were 
their master. The wrath of Demetrius, however, 
had new afflictions in reserve for him. He assem- 
bled another Council of bishops in Egypt; and ob- 
tained a decree which deposed Origen from his sa- 
cerdotal dignity, and excommunicated him from 
the church. When this sentence was regulary pass- 
ed upon him, he could, according to the ecclesias- 
tical Constitution and Canons, no longer be re- 
ceived in any church, or by any bishop, under the 
Catholic jurisdiction; nevertheless the bishops of 
Palestine, Arabia, Phenicea and Achaia, who 
were personally acquainted with him, so highly es- 
teemed him, that they hazarded the experiment of 
supporting him, in opposition to the ecclesiastical 
regulations. It should be particularly remarked 
here, however, that it was not for erroneous senti- 
ments that Origen was deposed or excommuni- 
cated; for it does not appear that he was ever ac- 
cused of these, till long after his death.¢ What 
were the offences alledged against him, we know 
not; but they probably consisted only in some in- 
formality or irregularity in his ordination, or some 
disregard of the customary claims of his bishop. 

At Cesarea, his former appointment to explain 
the scriptures to the people, was renewed by the 
bishops of Palestine. His fame brought all kinds 
of persons, not only from that province, but also 
from remote countries, to be his disciples; among 
whom were Gregory, afterwards sirnamed Thau- 
maturgus, who became bishop of Neocesarea, and 
his brother, Athenodorus. 

Demetrius survived the excommunication of Ori- 
gen but a short time. After his death, the torrent 
of opposition appeared to subside a little; but still, 





* See the Preface to Jeremy White's Vindicauon of the 
Divine Goodness in the Restoration of All Things. If I do 
not forget, Dr. T. Burnet, in his State of the Dead, &c. also 
has quoted the above passage from Origen. 


t Mosheim indeed suspects that Demetrius accused Ori- 

» of erroneous sentiments; (Mosheim, |i. Cent. 2d. Part, 

“hap. Sd, § xiv.) bat neither Cave, Du Pin, nor Lardner, 
agrees with him. 





Origen was always considered by the Egyptian 
christians as an excommunicated person; and such 
was their reverence for the Canons of the church, 
that Demetrius’ sentence was continued under his 
successors, Heraclas and Dionysius, although the 
former had been a disciple of Origen, and though 
both of them still entertained the greatest respect, 
and the warmest affection for him. 

In the year 235, the Emperor Maximin instituted 
a general and violent persecution against the chris- 
tians; and among others, Theoctistus, and St. Am- 
brose who had been converted by Origen, and who 
were now priests at Cesarea, were artaigned before 
the tyrant’s tribunal. To them, Origen wrote and 
dedicated his T'reatise on Martyrdom; though hef 
at the same time, retired for a while to the city of 
Athens, and there concealed himself from the storm 
that was raging against the christians throughout 
the whole Roman empire.—Here he employed him- 
self in composing his Commentaries on Ezekiel, 
and on the Canticles. He afterwards returned to 
Cesarea in Palestine, and from thence went to the 
city of that name in Cappadocia. It was at this pe- 
riod, when he was about fifty-three years old, that 
he published his Herapla or Octapla, complete, 
consisting of the Hebrew text of the Oid Testa- 
ment, in one coluinn; the same, in Greek letter, in 
another column; the translation of the Septuagint, 
in a third; the version of Aquila, in a fourth; that 
of Symmachus, in a fifth; that of Theodosian, in a 
sixth; and two others, in a seventh and eight; to- 
gether with a version only of the Psalms. Of this 
work, Mosheim says, that “though almost entirely 
destroyed by the waste of time, it will, even in its 
fragments, remain an eternal monument of the in- 
credible application with which that great man la- 
bored to remove those obstacles which retarded the 
progress of the gospel.” 

A year or two after the publication of this work, 
Beryilus, an Arabian bishop, having somewhat devi- 
ated from the popular taith concerning the trinity, 
Origen was requested (A. D. 238,) by a number of 
bishops, to enter the lists with him, and if possible, 
convince him of his supposed error. This he did so 
efiectually, and with such grace, as to induce him to 
renounce his obnoxious sentiments, and to become 
the sincere and ardent friend of his victorious oppo- 
nent through the remainder of his life. A few years 
after this, he was called to another assembly of 
bishops, which was convened against some Arabian 
christians who held that the souls of men died and 
were raised again with their bodies. Against this 
doctrine he contended with so powerful arguments 
that its advocates changed their opinion, and return- 
ed to the cordial fellowship of the church. 

Though he was now about sixty years old, he 
seems to have subjected himself to greater exertions 
than at any former period of his life; for in addition 
to the composition of his works, he daily delivered 
discourses to the people. These, though in general 
entirely extemporaneous, and unprepared, were 
nevertheless so highly esteemed that transcribers 
were employed to take them down as they were de- 
livered, and afterwards to publish them. In the 
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mean time he completed and published several of 
his Commentaries on the Scriptures; and wrote 
his book in answer to Celsus, a heathen philosopher 
who had attacked the christian religion. 

In the. terrible persecution which began A. D. 
250, under the emperor Decius, Origen was seized, 
east into prison and loaded with irons. In this con- 
dition, he suffered the greatest torments. For seve- 
ral days, his teet were kept in the stocks, extended 
to the utmost extremity. His persecutors then 
threatened to burn him alive; and when they per- 
ceived that threats could not shake his constancy, 
they racked him with several kinds of torture, in or- 
der to induce him to renounce his profession. At 
length, tired with the infliction of unavailing tor- 
ment, and not caring to consummate their cruelty, 
they suffered him to escape alive. After this, he 
held several conferences, and wrote many letters, 
in all which he evinced a soul worthy of the vast 
and eternal renown he had secured. He died at 
Tyre, A. D. 252, in the sixty sixth or sixty seventh 
year of his age. 

Cave says, that nothing but a frame like brass 
and iron could have held out under all the fatigues 
and labors which Origen endured. He composed 
and published, some say, six thousand books, many 
of which, however, must of course have been small. 
His attainments were astonishing: he was master 
of almost all learning that was then in repute, both 
sacred and profane; he could repeat the whole Bi- 
ble from memory; and in composing his works, he 
dictated fast enough to employ several amanuenses 
at once. 

There never was a man, perhaps, who bore his 
faculties with more unaffected meekness, than he. 
Affectionate and humane, there seldom mingled any 
severity with that devout zeal for which he was, and 
ever will be, distinguished. Austere, but not mo- 
rose, his very enemies, or rather, enemy, could not 
allege a moral failing or weakness against him, ex- 
cept one youthful aet, to which he was induced, 
partly by an error of judgment, and partly by a de- 
sire to secure himself against the commission of a 
crime. 

As a critical expositor of the meaning of the 
scriptures, he deserves but little commendation. 
Yet even in this character, he stands perhaps first 
among those of his age; if indeed there be any pri- 
ority, where all are unworthy of much attention. 

I shall conclude this sketch with the character 
which the judicious and discriminating Mosheim 
gives of Origen: “A man of vast and uncommon 
abilities, and the greatest luminary of the christian 
world, which this age exhibited to view. Had the 
justness of his judgment been equal to the immen- 
sity of his genius, the fervor of his piety, his inde- 
fatigable patience, his extensive erudition, and his 
other eminent and superior talents, all encomiums 
must have fallen short of his merit. Yet such as he 
was, his virtues and his labors deserve the admira- 
tion of all ages; and his name will be transmitted 
with honor through the annals of time, as long as 
learning and genius shall be esteemed among men.” 
Mosheim iii. Cent. 2d part. Chap 2d. § vii. 
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FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 
LETTER 
To the Baptist Church in Minisink : 

Brethren and Sisters,—It is on a solemn and im- 
portant occasion that I am called before you, this 
day, for to give you a reason of the hope that is in 
me, with meekness and fear. My prayer is to God, 
that he may never leave nor forsake me, while pas- 
sing through the various troubles of life, and atdeath, 
but continue to fulfil his gracious promises unto me, 
and not unto me only, but unto all his afflicted chil- 
dren of Zion. This I am fully persuaded he will 
do, both in time and eternity. Yes, my brethren, 
when I pray for the salvation of all men, I am as- 
sured that I have the petition I ask for, because it is 
according to the will of God, who hath said, “My 
counsel shall stand, I will do all my pleasure.” 

I shall now proceed to lay before you some of the 
reasons why I am compelled to reject the shameful 
doctrine of endless misery. First, I think it is con- 
trary to scripture and reason. Secondly, it does 
tend, I think, more to the encouragement and pro- 
motion of the cause of darkness, than to the glory 
of God, ot the happiness of his creatures. Thirdly, 
If God “ is good unto all and his tender mercies are 
over all his works,” it is impossible that the doc- 
trine of endless misery can be true; for we might 
as well say, that God who is infinite in knowledge, 
is ignorant of most events, as to say, that he is good 
unto all, and yet a part is to be endlessly miserable. 
1 do not believe that God could, or ever did create 
any for endless misery, any more than he could 
cease to be a good and benevolent Being. And for 
me, a frail mortal, to charge God with doing that 
which would tarnish and blacken the character of 
the worst of men, would be the height of presump- 
tion and foily. Although my circumstances in life 
require the assistance and charity of all my friends, 
yet I cannot feel it to be my duty to deny the testi- 
mony of all God’s holy prophets, for the sake of this 
world’s goods and the advice of my deceived and 
deluded friends. No, my brethren, I choose rather 
to throw my cares upon God and his equal good- 
ness. He knows whom my soul trusts. Again, 
Upon what authority do you call me a heretic and 
infidel? I suppose it is because I cannot believe in 
endless misery. Is the doctrine of endless misery 
so essential to the christian faith, that all who do 
not believe it must be branded with the epithet of 
heretic, and cast out of the church? You assert, 
that the doctrine of the salvation of all men, is the 
same as was taught by the devil in the garden of 
Eden. If ask, if the prophets and apostles taught 
the devil’s doctrine, when they taught that God 
swore unto Abraham, and the oath concludes with 
this divine promise, that “In him and his seed, all 
the nations and families of the earth should be bless- 
ed.” Genesis xxviii. “All nations whom thou 
hast made shall come and worship before thee, O 
Lord, and shall glorify thy name.” Psa. Ixxxvi. 9. 
“All the ends of the world shall remember and 
turn unto the Lord, and all the kindreds of the na- 
tions shall worship before thee; for the kingdom is 
the Lord’s and he is the governor among the na- 
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tions.” Psa. xxii. “ He shall send Jesus which be- 
fore was preached unto you, whom the heaven 
must receive until the times of the restitution of all 
things, which God has spoken by the mouth of al! 
his holy prophets since the world began.” Acts. tii. 
Again. “We have seew and do testify, that the Fa- 
ther sent the Son to be the saviour of the world.” 
John iv. 14. “He is the propitiation for our sins, 
and not for ours only, but for the sins of the whole 
world.” 1 John ti. 2. “The Father loveth the Son, 
and hath given all things ito his hands.” John iii. 
$5. “All thatthe Father giveth me shall come to 
me, and hii that cometh to me I will in no wise 
cast out. For I came down from heaven not to 
do my own will, but the willof him that sent me; and 
this is the Futher’s will which hath sent me, that of 
all which he hath given me I should lose nothing 
but should raise it up at the last day.” John vi. 

If the above testimony is true, your assertion that 
the doctrine of Universal Salvation is the same as 
was taugiit by the devil, L think must be false. For 
my part, | know of no Universalist who does not 
believe that the devil spoke falsely, as much when 
he said sin would not produce death, as when he de- 
clares God is not the Saviour of all nen. I believe 
the devil is as mucii opposed to the living God, the 
Saviour of all men, as you are ; and I have no doubi 
but he would be highiy gratified if he could prevail 
upon all of you to believe that God foreordained at 








least a part of you to endless misery. ‘The devil is 
a liar, and an enemy to the truth; therefore, I shall 
not be disappousted if some of his agents should arise 
and attempt to make it appear that God is not good 
unto all, that he is a respecter of persons, and will 
save some and damn others; and finally unmask 
himself so far as to declare, that the will of God in 
the salvation of all men, will never be effected. My 
brethren, you may rest assured, that the devil and ail 
his works shall be destroyed; for God will “finish 
transgression, and make an end of sin, and bring in 
everlasting righteousness.” For he hath said, “O 
death, I will be thy plagues; O grave, [or hell,] I 
will be thy destruction.” The time is coming when 
all shall be taught of God. Then there shall be no 
more need of saving, Know ye the Lord, for all shall 
know him, from the least to the greatest; whom to 
know is life eternal. For I will be merciful to their 
unrighteousness, and their sins and iniquities will I 
remember no more. For “ God hath concluded them 
all in unbelief, that he might have mercy upon all. 
O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and 
knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His 
judgments, and his ways pest finding out!” 

I appeal to your consciences and the word of God, 
whether this sounds like the devil’s doctvine? and 
yet I have quoted but a small part of that testimony 
upon which my soul exults in strains of rapture and 
thanksgiving, unto the living God, who is the Sa- 
viour of all men; and who hath said, he “will not 
cast off for ever, but will have compassion accord- 
ing to the multitude of his mercies.” For this pur- 


pose the Son of God was made manifest, that he 
might make known unto us the mystery of God's 
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go on conquering and to conquer, untl all shall be 
subdued unto him, and then he himself shall be sub- 
ject unto the Father, that God may be all in all. 
“For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all 
be made alive.” Then will be tulfilled that which 
John saw in vision, When he beheld “every creature 
which is in heaven, and on the earth, and under the 
earth, and such as are in the sea, and all that ae in 
them, heard I saying, Blessing, and honour, and glo- 
ry, and power, unto him Giat sitteth upon ihe throne, 
and unto the Lamb for ever and ever.” 

My friends, no longer worstup a God that cannot 
save ; and never one who will not save ; they are not 
worthy of your worship. Already 1s the Church 
divided. Some believing in a God that cannot save, 
and others in a God that will not save; while each 
profess their willinguess to velieve in the living God, 
who is the Saviour of all men, sooner than yield to 
the opposite party. But, swange to veiate, no sooner 
dves a member proiess to believe in the living God, 
than, like the Jews of old, they all agree to cast him 
out of the Synagogue, and brand him with the epi- 
thet of heretic. Now ail I have to say, is, Goon in 
your own way, until you experience the truth of the 
assertion by our Lord, when he said, * A house di- 
vided against itself cannot stand.” If any should 
ask, why i have taken so much pains to labour with 
the Church? my answer is ready, “I both Jabour 
and suffer reproach, because I trust in the living God, 
who is the Saviour of all men.” 

Farewell—I add no more, but fervently pray, that 
this Church, and all mankind, may soon cherish a 
better opinion of God our heavenly Father, from 
whom we are daily receiving ten thousand blessings, 
than to suppose he has made vast multitudes of his 
dependent creatures for endless misery. Amen. 

MRS. WALLACE. 

N.B. The above Letter was read before the 
Church on Saturday, January 3d 1824, by Mr. 
Wallace, at the request of his wife. After the read- 
ing of the same, Mr. Wallace was ordered to leave 
the Church. While he was on his retreat from the 
Church, closely pursued by his persecuted consort, 
(for she had reason to suppose that her spiritual 
friends, as she had long conceived them, had become 
her enemies,) the countenance of the Church was 
fallen. It was evident that the arrows of persecution 
were sharpening. An aged and respectable member 
of the Church declared, “If ever the devil appear- 
ed as an angel of light, he has appeared here this 
day.” And he farther said, “It is not for any good 
they have come here this day, a devilish disposition 
has sent them.” The reply of Mrs. Wallace was, 
« Judge not, lest you be judged.” I have been cre- 
dibly informed, that Mrs. Wallace’s name was era- 
sed fiom their list as a heretic, without ceremony. 

Mr. Editor, if you will insert, im your useful pa- 
per, the above letter and remarks, you will much 
oblige your friend and brother in Christ, 

WILLIAM WELLS Jr. 

P.S. You will please to note, that this Church 
excommunicated Mr. David Allen, a respectable 
and worthy man as the town of Minisink can boast, 
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things,” but a short time ago. It is aimost av infi 
nite cvil in the eyes of this Church, to believe iy 


the “living God, who is the Saviour of all men.” 


—_—— 
CALVINISM UNMASKED. 


Or, Calvinistic principles of Justice, as attributed 
to God, for the foundation ef His Covenant 
with Christ, relative to the Atonement for sin, 
and man’s redemplion from it, examined, and 
proved to be Unjust. 

(Continued from page 32.) 

A sentiment has gone abroad into the world which 
directly aims a blow at revelation, reason, and com- 
mon sense ; and has a fatal effect in the mind of the 
recipient, sapping the very foundation of every prin- 
cipie which savours of benevolence. We notice this 
sentiment when we anticipate the stale objection 
that, “ God is just, as well as merciful.” Let the 
reader, if he cherishes a spirit of opposition to the 
impartial, immutable, and universal love of God, 
array his objection in all the imposing force which 
prejudice can do, and storm the citadel of love with 
the whole artillery of hatred and absurdity. Be 
not offended, but pursue the inquiry; and do not 
blame us, if the weapon you have chosen wonnds 
the hand that wields it. Say, if you please, that we 
have blundered at the threshold. That we have on- 
ly told a part. That God’s mercy has been our 
theme, abstracted from all his other perfections: 
and that justice is a separate and equal property of 
the Divine Mind, and essentially constitutes one of 
His perfect More you cannot say. 
Therefore, we ask, What course will you pursue, 
where will you obtain evidence to support your pro- 
position, and facts and matter to illustrate it? Hu- 
wan systems, falsely so called, must be set aside, 
and God’s revelation or testimony, be adinitted to 


attributes. 


the exclusion of every thing which can be imacin- 
ed. Our reason, if we have any, (and it is the only 
medium by which we can arrive at honest conclu- 
sions,) must weigh every proposition, and analyze 
every sentiment. Then if we fail of obtaining cor- 
rect ideas, we may conclude that our case is hope- 
less, and that God has closed every avenue to truth 
and wisdom. The bare supposition of such a result, 
would approximate to the skepticism of the infidel. 
God has invited us to reason with him, and assures 
us, that our sins shall become white as a conse- 
quence. Let us then reason with God. As chiid- 
ren, let us receive the admonitions, advice, and 
counsel of our wise and good Parent, with sincerity 
bow to his authority; and acknowledg* his declara- 
tions to be truth. 

The voice of Inspiration declares, “The mouth 
of the righteous [merciful] speaketh wisdom.” 
(Psa. xxxvii. 30.) Again: “Understanding is a 
wolispring of life unto him that hath it.” Again: 
(And we entreat the reader to cherish the saying.) 
“Whoso findeth me findeth life, and shall obtain 
favour of the Lord.” (Prov. xvi. 22: viii. 35.) It 
is Wisdom that cries, and lifteth up her voice in the 
Streets. She crieth to the sons of men. “The mouth 





of the righteous speaketh wisdom.” The righteous 
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has an understanding which is “a wellspring of 
life;” because he understands wisdom. Whoso- 
ever finceth wisdom findeth life. Therefore, the 
mouth of the righteous speaketh life. How appro- 
priate is the declaration, * The destruction of a fool 
is his folly!” Mark well the saying, “ His folly.” 
Not God’s wisdom. Hear Christ, who is called the 
wisdom of God, “ Man shall not live by bread alone, 
but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth 
of God.” (Matt. iv. 4.) For God is righteous, and 
the righteous has an understanding which is “a 
wellepring of life.” Surely, if God speaketh wis- 
doi, if wisdom is life, if “ man shall live by every 
word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God,” no 
decree ever proceeded out of God’s mouth which 
consigned one of the human family to death and 
destruction. 

What has this to do with God's justice? Ah! 
reader, why such a question ? Recollect, the righ- 
teous has an understanding which is a “ wellspring 
ot life.” What understanding have you? How do 
you understand justice ? Have you found wisdom ? 
“ Whoso findeth me, findeth life, and shall obtain 
favour of the Lonp.” Is God just? Can you obtain 
favour of the Lord, if his justice is opposed to his 
mercy? Can every word that proceedeth out of 
God’s mouth, give life to man, if a justice proceed- 
eth out of God’s mouth which consigns-man to end- 
less death ? Tell us, we beseech you, the origin of 
that justice which is opposed to God’s Mercy ? It 
never proceeded out of God’s mouth, for man “ shall 
live by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth 
of God.” Answer, we entreat you, If justice de- 
mands the sinners endless death, would every word 
that proceedeth out of the mouth of God, reject its de- 
mands, and give life in opposition to its requisitions ? 

We again interrogate— What understanding have 
vou? Do you understand justice to be a property of 
the Divine mind ? [sit in harmony with God’s pur- 
poses ? Is justice a principle, or a passion? When 
vou talk of justice, do you mean a righteous, merci- 
tul, impartial, and good principle ? Or do you in- 
tend to signify a passion, generated in the efferves- 
cence of mental fury, and burning with malice, 
rage, and revenge, to glut itself in the destruction of 
the object of its hatred? Reader, hear the voice of 
wisdom from above. Wisdom has written her own 
“The 
wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peace- 
able, gentle, easy to be entreated, full of mercy and 


character, and explained all her atvributes. 


good fruits, without partial:ty, and without hypoc- 
risy.” (James iii. 17.) We urge the question, Is 
Ged’s justice opposed to this wisdom ? Is it unjust 
to be pure, peaceable, gentle, easy to be entreated, 
full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality, and 
hypocrisy ? Christ is called the Son of God. May 
we consider the Son and Father to be alike in dis- 
position ? Do we not read that Christ is the express 
image of God’s hypostasis? (That is, of God’s sub- 
stance, whatever itis.) How did this Image appear ou 
earth ? Was this Image just, or unjust ? When the 
Image of God made the declaration we quoted in 
our last Number, (from Luke vi.) was he under the 
dominion of justice, or injustice ? The express im- 
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age of God must be like God, or there can be no re- 


semblance. But we are told that God spoke by His 
Son. Then it is God’s declarations that we have 
built upon. It is God who says, “ Love your ene- 
mies.”” How important the question—Does God 


love His enemies? Is it just to love our enemies ? 
Would God himself be guilty of injustice ? Can 
God require of us, to love our enemies, if it would 
be unjust to do so? Surely man ought to be grate- 
ful for the communication which God has made. 
Look at it. “Christ died for the ungodly. God 
commendeth his love towards us in that while we 
were yet sinners Christ died for us. If when we 
were enemies we were reconciled to God by the 
death of his Son, much more being reconciled we 
shall be saved by his life.” (Rom. v.) Again: “God 
so loved the world that he gave his only begotten 
Son,” &c. Reader, whoever you may be, we ask 
you, in the words of the inspired Paul, “ What shall 
we then say to these things? If God be for us, who 
can be against us? He that spared not his own 
Son, but delivered him up for us av, how shall he 
not with him also freely give us all things 2?” (Rom. 
Viii.) 

Reader, you must go back to the threshold, and 
see God’s love bursting upon the world, in the per- 
son of his Son, his own express image, shining in 
the face of Jesus Christ, and bringing “ life and im- 
mortality to light by the Gospel.” Where was mo- 
dern justice then? In what corner of the universe 
slept this orthodox argus-eyed monitor, when Om- 
nipotence diffused His glories in the person of His 
Son, and rained his love, from the third Heavens, 
in showers upon a guilty world? This demon of hu- 
nian invention was not then conjured from the dark 
abode. “Hear ye deaf, and look ye blind, that ye 
may see.”—“ Justice and judgment are the habita- 
tion of thy throne: mercy and truth shall go before 
thy face. Blessed is the people that know the joy- 
ful sound : they shall walk, O Lord, in the light of 
thy countenance. In thy name shall they rejoice all 
the day ; and in thy righteousness shall they be ex- 
alted. For thou art the glory of their strength: and 
in thy favour our horn shall be exalted. For the 
Lorp is our defence ; and the Holy One of Israel is 
our King.” (Psa. 1xxxix.) 

(To be continued.) 
—~—_— 
FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 

Reasons assigned by the editors of the Impro- 
veo Version, for rejecting as spurious the words, 
“ For there are three that bear record in heaven, the 
Father, the word, and the Holy Spirit ; and these 
three are one. And there are three that bear witness 
in earth.” 1 John v. 7, 8. 

Ist. This text concerning the heavenly witness- 
es, is not contained in any Greek manuscript which 
was written earlier than the fifteenth century. 2d. 
Nor in any Latin manuscript, earlier than the ninth 
century. 3d. It is not found in any of the ancient 
versions. 4th. It is not cited by any of the Greek 
ecclesiastical writers, though to prove the doctrine 
of the Trinity they have cited the words both before 
and after this text. 5th. It is not cited by any of 





the early Latin fathers, even when the subjects on 
which they treat would naturally have led them to 
appeal to its authority. 6th. It is first cited by 
Vigilios Tapsensis, a Latin writer of no credit, in 
the latter end of the fifth century, and by him it is 
suspected to have been forged. 7th. It has been 
omitted as spurious in many editions of the New 
Testament since the Reformation. In the two first 
of Erasmus; in those of Aldus Colineaus; Zuing- 
lius ; and last of Griesbach. 8th. It was omitted 
by Luther in his German version. In the old En- 
glish Bibles of Henry viii. Edward vi. and Eliza- 
beth, it was printed on small type or included in 
brackets; but between the years 1566 and 1580, 
it began to be printed as it now stands, by whose au- 
thority is not known. See Travis’s Letters to Gib- 
bon, and Parson’s to Travis. Also, Griesbach’s ex- 
cellent Dissertation on the text, at the end of his 
second volume. Newcome omits the text, and the 
bishop of Lincoln expresses his conviction that it is 
spurious. Elem. of Theol. vol. 2d. p. 90 note. 
That a passage so decidedly proved to be a for- 
gery, should still find a place in the Sacred Re- 
cords, must be matter of deep regret to every friend 
of truth. Yet we find Bible Societies sending it 
forth as sacred truth, in every copy of the New 
Testament which they circulate. Are we to lay this 
to the account of ignorance, or design? J. L. 
—~—>— 
SELECTED. 
SALUTARY ADVICE FOR PARENTS. 
“Consider thou who art a parent the importance 
of the trust, and that thy offspring have a claim on 
thee for their support ; prepare them early with in- 
struction, and season their minds with maxims of 
truth ; watch the bent of their inclination : set them 
right in their youth, and let no evil habit gain 
strength with their years; teach them Obedience 
and they shall bless thee ; teach them Modesty and 
they shall not be ashamed ; teach them Gratitude 
and they shall receive benefits ; teach them Charity 
and they shall gain love ; teach them Temperance 
and they shall have wealth ; teach them Prudence 
and fortune shall attend them ; teach them Justice 
and they shall be honoured by the world ; teach them 
Sincerity and their own hearts shall not reproach 
them ; teach them Diligence and their wealth shall 
increase ; teach them Benevolence and their minds 
shall be exalted ; teach them Science and their lives 
shall be useful ; teach them religion and their death 
shall be happy.” 
=p 
iF Our Br. N. Dodge, from New-London, will preach 
in the Church corner of Prince and Orange streets, to-mor- 
row. Hours of service, half-past ten—three o’clock—and 
eight o'clock in the evening. 
——- 
*.* For sale at this Office, a few copies Kneeland’s Lec- 
tures, Ballou's Eleven Sermons, &c. 
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